258          OF    THE    MEEK    AND    THE    MIGHTY
to the Habsburgs and the Austrian officers used to stroll down
the Piazza San Marco in their while tunics.
In the Grand Hotel in Palermo a pleasant surprise awaited
me, When I walked into the lounge, I beheld a man sitting
there, surrounded by fifteen girls, each lovelier than the
other. A second glance at this optimist revealed his identity
to be that of E.F., with whom I hud worked on the same
paper fifteen years before aft a *raw eufo', and whom 1 had not
set eyes on since. Recognition was mutual,
*I don't know whether all white-slavers begin as journalists,'
I remarked politely, "hut an inner voice whispered to me
fifteen years ago that you would one day make your debut
in this business/
'How do you mean, debut?' retorted F, indignantly. *I
have for years been one of the most experienced men in this
risky profession/ Then, after reminding me that even in my
youth I had been incapable of any nuble thought, he pointed
out that I had founded my base assumption on purely circum-
stantial evidence, for he was the director of the Jacques
Dalcrozc School for Classical Dancing in Laxenburg Castle
near Vienna, and the young ladies were his pupils. They
were on their way back from Syracuse, where they had been
engaged as the chorus in the performances of classical tragedies
in the wonderfully well preserved ancient Greek theatre.
Sitting there, surrounded by fifteen delightful Viennese
girkj my poor bachelor soul seemed to hear tin: angels singing
Schubert songs, and in my mind's eye 1 saw the glorious park
of the one-time Imperial summer residence? in Laxenburg,
and myself again picnicking cm the lawns with the ddightfui
FrSukin Franzi, with her strong Viennese accent and her
little Viennese tip-tilted nose- Then I could see those fifteen
slender, graceful figures revolving to the strains of a Stratiss
waltz, with the forest in the background and the facade of
the one*timc summer residence of the f lataburfp as silent
witnesses of the feet that even old Emperors were usually
young onct% even if only temporarily*